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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

MAIL STOP RCE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants 
hereby submit the following information in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 

It is requested that the accompanying PTO-1449 be considered and made of record in 
the above-identified application. To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the 
attached form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that an Examiner-initialed copy of this 

form be returned to the undersigned. 

Upon further review of the information disclosure statements submitted thus far in 
this application. Applicants discovered additional documents struck-through by the 
Examiner, which should be considered. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,317,236 was listed in an IDS filed on March 9, 2005, and was 
crossed-through by the Examiner with the notation "considered via correspond US 
5,206,749." However, because U.S. Patent No. 5,317,236 is a continuation-in-part (CIP) of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,206,749, it is believed the Examiner should have considered the CIP. 
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U.S. Patent No. 6,573,564, which was listed in the IDS filed on January 17, 2006, was 
indicated as being considered via U.S. Patent No. 6,407,431. However, this patent indicates 
the same assignee as the present application. Hence, this patent, including patented claims 
therein, should be considered. Similarly, the remaining U.S. patent documents, other than US 
2004/0196220, are patents owned by the assignee of the instant application, and, thus, include 
claims that should be considered, rather than marked through. 

The remaining article documents are applications relating to previously cited 
published patent documents that were marked through by the Examiner. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees connected with this filing 
which may be required now, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 9-2380. 
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Washington, DC 20004-2128 
Telephone: (202) 585-8000 



Respectfully submitted. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOStlRE^ 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(ttse as many sheets as necessary) 


^/ Complete if Known 


Application Number 


09/578,895 


Filing Date 


May 26, 2000 


First Named Inventor 


Shunpei YAMAZAKI et al. 


Art Unit 


2811 


Examiner Name 


Gene M. Munson 


Sheet 1 1 


of 


1 


Attorney Docket Number 


740756-2160 



Examtncr 
Iniiials* 


Cite 
No.' 


U.S. Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DI>YYYY 


Nante of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number - Kind Codc^ (if known) 






US-6,0 11,607 


01/04/2000 


Yamazaki et aL 








US-6,703,643 B2 


03/09/2004 


Yamazaki et al. 








US-5,904,514 


05/18/1999 


Konuma et aL 








US-6,166,397 


12/26/2000 


Yamazaki et al. 








US-6,204,535B1 


03/20/2001 


Yamazaki et al. 








US-6,218,219B1 


04/17/2001 


Yamazaki et al. 








US-6,429,059 B2 


08/06/2002 


Yamazaki et al. 








US-6,573,564 B2 


06/03/2003 


Yamazaki et al. 








US-5,3 17,236 


05/31/1994 


Zavracky et al. 








US-2004/0 196220 


10/07/2004 


Kimura et aL 





OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.* 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.)-, date, page(s), volume-issue numbeits), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T= 






Specification, claims and drawings of U.S. Application No. 1 1/074,687 filed on March 9, 
2005. 








Specification, claims and drawings of U.S. Application No. 1 1/258,933 filed on October 
27, 2005. 








Specification, claims and drawings of U.S. Application No. 10/754,702 filed on January 
12,2004. 








Specification, claims and drawings of U.S. Application No. 1 1/079,840 filed March 14, 
2005. 








Specification, claims and drawings of U.S. Application No. 1 1/407,145 filed April 20, 
2006. 




Examiner 




Date 

Considered 



♦EXAMINER: Initial it reterence consiaerea, wnemcr or nui v;iuiuuii la ui k,uiiiviiiioi»wv, ir,..^. x^.. ^. ^ 

in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). =^ See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at wwNv^uspto.gov or MPEP 
901 04 ' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). For Japanese patent documents, the 
indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document Kind of document by the 
appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. Applicant is to place a check marie here if 
English language Translation is attached. 

' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is 
attached. 
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